
UAS Detection System Test and Evaluation 2026 
US Wildland Fire Service Aviation Operations and Management, UAS Division 

Overview 
The U.S. Wildland Fire Service (USWFS) is evaluating the Oureon Watchtower System for 
the 2026 fire season. The system provides UAS detection through Remote ID monitoring 
and integrates an ADS-B receiver for real-time awareness of low-altitude airspace activity, 
particularly unauthorized UAS incursions into Fire Traffic Areas.  

System Capabilities  
This system provides UAS flight and operator location via 
Remote ID detection, reporting this information through a web 
interface that can be shared with multiple users.  The field 
system is tripod mounted, battery powered and connected via 
Starlink internet.  Expected detection range is 4-5 miles, 
dependent upon terrain, vegetation and radio-frequency 
interference.  Multiple systems may be deployed in remote 
locations to cover potential UAS incursion threats along the 
Wildland Urban Interface.  Detection units are also outfitted 
with an ADS-B receiver to provide a real-time, full operational 
picture of both manned and unmanned aircraft.   

Operational Use Cases  
• Detection of UAS incursions to the Fire Traffic Area. 
• Location and reporting of UAS and operator for Law 

Enforcement contact and mitigation.   
• Tracking UAS incursion locations, timing, and aircraft over time to identify patterns 

and repeat offenders. 
• Airspace awareness and real-time monitoring of air operations.   

2026 Testing 
USWFS UAS Specialists are seeking opportunities to mobilize and test detection systems on 
wildland fires in locations that have potential for UAS incursion activity.  These systems are 
being evaluated for performance, logistical requirements, and information dissemination 
capabilities.   

More Information  
For additional information, contact the USWFS Aviation Operations and Management, UAS 
Division.  Points of Contact: 

• Jayson Murgoitio jayson_murgoitio@ios.doi.gov (770) 598-3021  
• Rich Thurau richard_thurau@ios.doi.gov (208) 912-2838 
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